Book Reviews
Advances in Oto-Rhino-Laryngology, Vol 15 edited by L Ruedi pp viii+261 illustrated sFr/DM 75 $18 150s Basel & New York: S Karger 1968 This booklet contains five monographs by three different authors of the Swiss school. Three of these by Taillens (Lausanne) are given in English translation; one by Neiger (Berne) in German with an English summary; and the last one by Tanner (Liestal-Basle) in German only.
The best one can do with this type of work is to quote the titles and perhaps a few sentences from each contribution to stimulate a reader with a special interest in the particular subject.
The first treatise describes 'Modern indication for tracheotomy in cases of acute and chronic asphyxia'. The title should obviously be given as 'threatened asphyxia'. The most important sentence is contained in the chapter on 'fundamental facts': 'in the chronic stage, laboratory tests are diagnostic'. In the acute stage, only early surgical intervention will save the patient. There is also a useful chapter on indications, subdivided into surgical and medical specialties.
In the chapter on cortisone in clinical otorhinolaryngology there are some didactic rules to which, I feel sure, some ENT consultants in this country would not subscribe. There are also some interesting remarks on their use in acute corrosive cesophagitis.
Chapter 3 deals with cervical adenopathies. This must be worked through in its entirety by the reader. Chapter 4 describes experimental work in the morphology and physiology of the aqueeductus cochlea, done on Rhesus monkeys. Lastly, there is a thesis on the treatment by fibrinogen of heemorrhages after tonsillectomy. Lonidon: Butterworths 1968 Minor surgery, almost by definition, is not a direct threat to life, but in its way it can be just as difficult as so-called major surgery. As often as not these difficulties are due to inadequate instruments, preparation or assistance, and in the first chapter of this book the author gives detailed instructions on the sort of equipment necessary for successful minor surgery.
In part 2, minor procedures in every part of the body are carefully described. The book is a distillation of the author's thirty years' experience in general practice with access to a well-equipped cottage hospital, and as far as one can see it covers most possible situations requiring minor surgery. The book is clearly written, well produced and well illustrated, and may be recommended for general practitioners, ships' surgeons and any other doctors undertaking minor surgical treatmeht in isolation. Increasingly, however, casualty departments are being reorganized as accident services, and the book naturally does not cover the sort of emergencies that may be expected in these new departments. Its value to a casualty surgeon working in such an accident service is therefore limited.
LIONEL GRACEY Noise and Man by William Bums CBE MB chB DSC pp x+336 illustrated 50s London: John Murray 1968 This book, as the title indicates, is an account of noise and its effects upon man. It shows that we have come a long way since Nils Skragge of Sweden defended his thesis, some three hundred years ago, on occupational noise-induced hearing loss.
Following a description of the physical nature and the measurement of sound, the book describes the mechanism of hearing and its measurement. The author then discusses the effects of noise upon man, covering not only the effects on hearing but also other effects such as interference with sleep, performance, efficiency and communications. The annoyance property of noise is also discussed, as are measures to reduce the hazardous effects of noise.
Over 40 pages of the book are allocated to appendices which constitute a mini-encyclopaedia of bio-acoustics. The book contains references to papers published by more than 200 research workers in the field, and it has few shortcomings. The majority of otologists will not agree with the definition of tinnitus, and they will consider the definition of audiogram too narrow and that of audiometer too broad. However, the author is not
